
This statue of Saint
Michael the archangel

overcoming the forces
of evil, stands on display
at the Honolulu Academy

of Arts’ recently renovated
Western Gallery. Note the

demon that Saint
Michael is standing on.

Story and Photos By
Pfc. Edward C. deBree

Combat Correspondent

Since the beginning of human
existence, art has been an influ-
ential aspect of life. From the

time cavemen drew on the walls of
their caves to the story-telling art of
ancient Egypt and Greece and the
picture-perfect talent of the
Renaissance artists, art has been a
part of life. Today, art that is reflec-
tive of different periods in time is
on display at the Honolulu Academy
of Arts in downtown Honolulu.

The arts museum was renovated,
at the cost of more than $2 million
with the Western Gallery being the
last section of the museum to be
completed. 

“It’s such a relief that it’s finally
done,” said Jennifer Saville, curator
of Western art at the Honolulu
Academy of Arts museum. “This sec-
tion of the museum was under con-
struction for the past two years, and
the closer it got to the time that we
were going to hold the open house,
the more intense it got — making
sure that everything looked good.”

Part of the renovation for the
Western Gallery, said Saville, was
the installation of new floors, ceil-

ings, walls, case displays, lighting sys-
tems, climate control and security. 

“It looked like a war zone two weeks
ago, with all the construction,” said
Saville. “But it’s a lot better than it used
to be. Before the renovations, there was
no air conditioning. It looked really old
fashioned, and there was no casing for
the exhibits. 

“Now it has a home-like feeling to it,

because we made it more of a theme.
Before, it was just exhibits on displays.
Now we put them in order according to
what time period they are from. So the
paintings are now mixed among the fur-
niture. It makes it feel a lot more com-
fortable.” 

On display in the Western
Gallery are art pieces
from the Renaissance,

Roman, Greek and
Ancient Egyptian

time periods. 
The first room of

the Western Gallery con-
tains ancient Egyptian,
Roman and Greek artifacts
and statues. In the center of
the room is a statue of the
body of the Roman god, Mars. 

During Roman times, warriors
commissioned artists to make marble
statues of Mars’ body with their head
in the place of the god’s. Doing this
showed strength, said Saville.
Women did the same thing with
their statues, but instead, they would
place their marble heads on the body
of Venus, goddess of love and beauty.

Hanging in another room of the
gallery are pictures from the Italian
Renaissance that depict religious art
and portraits of the prominent peo-
ple of different time periods. Also
displayed in the same room is Italian
furniture that shows off the skillful
craftsmanship of the Italians. 

The next room holds English
Renaissance art, which consists of
religious paintings of the
Virgin Mary and daily
life during that time
period. And in yet
another room are

paintings and furniture
from the 18th and early
19th centuries.

The museum is free to the public
every third Sunday of each month
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission

is also free to all military personnel,
active duty and retired, every first
Sunday of the month and every first
Wednesday. Service members need only
to show their military identification card
in order to gain free admittance, said
Charlie Aldinger, director of Public
Relations, Honolulu Academy of Arts. 

“Letting the military members in for
free is the museum’s way of saying
‘Thank you for serving’,” said Aldinger.
“We hope that more service members
come and check us out.”

For more information on the
Honolulu Academy of Arts, call 532-8700
or visit www.honoluluacademy.org. 

The first room of the Western Gallery contains ancient Egyptian, Roman and Greek artifacts and statues. Service members are offered free entry to the museum every first Sunday and Wednesday of the month.

This Roman sea dragon waterspout in
the Western Gallery displays how
advanced the Romans were thousands
of years ago. 

Museum completes its two-year, $2 million 
renovation with the opening of the Western Gallery
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‘A wrinkle 
in time’ .

This painting from the Italian Renaissance period
depicts two saints of the Catholic Church.
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Kahuna’s 
Sports Bar 

& Grill
254-7660/7661

Live Entertainment — Fridays
just aren’t Fridays without a little live
music. The alternative sounds of Free
Zound kicks off the weekend tonight. 

Their live performance begins at
10 p.m., but be sure to arrive early to
reserve a front-row seat.

Monday Night Football — Get
ready to cheer on your favorite team
at Kahuna’s Monday Night Football. 

A special menu, which will be
offered on Saturday, will be available
at 6 p.m. National Trivia Network
QB1 will also be available for those of
you who are psychic enough to call
the next play. 

Catch this week’s game when the
New Orleans Saints match might
with the Atlanta Falcons.

Hot Country Nights — Real
country music fans appreciate a pair
of jeans, a comfortably worn-in pair
of boots and a Western hat. Show off
all three this Wednesday at Kahuna’s
Hot Country Night. 

This week Dita Holifield & Red
Handed make a return appearance to
get you in a boot-scootin’ frame of
mind.

Staff NCO Club
254-5481

Monday Night Football — This
is the place to be to get into the foot-
ball state of mind. 

Special menus will be available at
the Rocker Room with half-price spe-
cials for members from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
or at the end of the halftime. 

In addition to Sticky Man races,
you can compete to become the King
or Queen of the Quarter for the
opportunity to sit in the best seat of
the house — a plush recliner — for a

whole quarter. Ask the staff for
details.

This week’s game features the New
Orleans Saints against the Atlanta
Falcons. 

NCO Appreciation Night —
Let your noncommissioned officers
know this Thursday that you sure
wouldn’t want to be without them. 

NCO Appreciation Night is the
ideal opportunity to bring out those
special co-workers to the club from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. for some food and
refreshments. Uniform of the day is
required. 

All Hands
Honolulu Marathon Hospi-

tality Tent — Gather a little energy
and support before you hit the road
running — literally — by visiting the
Honolulu Marathon Joint Services
Hospitality Tent on Sunday.

At the tent, marathon participants
can find fruits and beverages to
invigorate and replenish the body in
preparation for or during the race.

For more information on the tent
location and time, call 254-7590.

Prevention and Relationship
Enhancement Program — PREP
is a communication and problem-
solving skills workshop for married
or engaged couples where they are

taught constructive arguing, prob-
lem-solving skills, positive steps for
preventing divorce, and preserving a
lasting love. 

The course will be held at the new
Base Chapel from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday. Materials and lunch are
provided at no charge. 

If interested, contact Chaplain (Lt.
Cmdr.) Nestor Nazario at 257-3552,
ext. 23.

Auto Auction — A silent auc-
tion will begin Monday at the Auto
Skills Center, Building 3097, Marine
Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, for
bids on the vehicles listed below. 

Bids should be dropped off in the
box at the Auto Skills Center. Bidding
will close at the close of business Dec.
19. 

Persons with the highest bids will
be notified.

Year Make/Model Min. Bid
2000 Pontiac Sunfire GT $2,500
Excellent condition
2000 Chevy Malibu $2,000
Excellent condition
1997 VW Jetta $500
Runs, needs electrical work/inter
1997 Dodge Caravan $100
Bad motor, body damage
1996 Mazda Miata $100
Parts only, undercarriage damaged
1994 Ford Thunderbird $300
Runs, need repairs
1994 Toyota Tercel $200
Runs, needs TLC

1994 Ford Mustang $100
Bad motor, body damage
1994 Ford Mustang $100
Parts only
1993 Chevy Blazer $100
Not running, blown head gaskets,
seats missing
1992 BMW 3 series $100
Runs, needs electrical work/inter
1991 Mitsubishi Eclipse $300
Runs well, needs TLC
1991 Honda Accord $200
Runs well, needs clutch work
1990 Cadillac Sedan $100
Runs, possibly needs head gaskets
1988 BMW 750IL $100
Runs, needs repairs, small body
damage
1986 Ford Ranger $100
Not running, blown head gaskets

For more details, call 254-7674 or
e-mail carl.cabrera@usmc-mccs.org.

PCS Move Workshop — This
program, scheduled for Wednesday
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., is designed to
give single and married service mem-
bers and their families information,
resources, and the tools needed to
plan their permanent change of sta-
tion move. 

Presentations will include infor-
mation from Transportation
Management Office, Housing,
Temporary Lodging Assistance,
Finance Office, Personal Financial
Counselor, Exceptional Family
Member Program and Tricare. The
workshop also includes Relocation

and Anti-terrorism, Level 1, briefs. 
Service members do not need to

have orders in hand to attend, but
registration is necessary. Attendance
is mandatory for active duty Marine
Corps personnel per Marine Corps
Order 1320.11E. 

For more details, call 257-7790.

From Combat to Home Life —
This class was especially designed for
all spouses of Marines and Sailors
retuning from Operation Iraqi
Freedom or Operation Enduring
Freedom. Although the class applies
to family members of any unit or
individual augments on a space
available basis, families of 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Regiment, are specifi-
cally asked to attend.

Information presented will focus
on combat stress, return and
reunion, Navy medicine, child psy-
chology and alcohol use. The event
will take place on Thursday in
Building 267, Room 5, from 6 to 9
p.m. On-site child care will be pro-
vided.

For more details, call 257-7777.

Winter Adventure Registra-
tion — The Youth Activities pro-
gram is currently accepting registra-
tions for its Winter Adventure
Program, which runs from Dec. 19 to
Jan. 6, 2006. There will be no session
on Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. 

For more info on this and other
programs, call 254-7610.
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MCCS offers array of festivities
Yibeli Galindo-Baird

Marine Corps Community Services Marketing

Although it probably won’t snow,
there will still be a blizzard of excit-
ing events, awesome activities and
holiday programs this winter. Put on
your gloves and get ready to handle
the holiday fun with Marine Corps
Community Services.

Children love Santa, but they
adore Lori Zuttermeister, best known
as “Auntie Lori,” and her Storytime
sessions at the Base Library. Join her
Dec. 17 at 1 p.m. for the Crafty
Christmas Program. 

“First we’ll share wonderful wintry
stories. Then we will make a holiday
ornament craft and get suggestions
for holiday decorating and gift mak-
ing. We will have a book display,
which will include decorating tips,
gift ideas, ornament ideas and cook-
books for those special holiday meals
and treats. It will be fun. Join us!”
said Zuttermeister.

For a creative alternative when
Storytime is not in session, the K-Bay
Base Library is hosting their annual
Trim-A-Tree through Dec. 23.
Children are invited to pick up orna-
ment materials at the library, or make
their own, and hang them on the
tree at the library.

The biggest event MCCS hosts for
the youth of Marine Corps Base
Hawaii is Santa’s Village. Swing by
the Child Development Center
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a
special Santa sneak preview. 

There will be crafts and games as
part of the 12 Days of Christmas
countdown, including ornament

making, face painting and even pin-
the-tail-on-the-reindeer. Early arrival
may get a photo with Santa free of
charge, while supplies last.

Special Needs family members
who require a little extra time to
adjust to the increased visual and
auditory stimulation of the village’s
setting are welcome to enter at 8:30
a.m. for a little adaptation time.

Volunteers are still needed. To
help out, or for more information
about this event, call 254-7610.

Get the young ones involved in
the Youth Activities Winter Youth

Program Dec. 19 through Jan. 6,
2006. From 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Children will be immersed in activi-
ties and programs that include going
on field trips, attending sports clin-
ics, making arts and crafts.

Another event worth checking out
is the Holiday Bash at Kahuna’s
Sports Bar & Grill. 

Taking place Friday, the bash is a
venue for E-1s to E-5s. The club will
be decorated to the gills with season-
al ornaments, bringing the spirit of
the season to the club. 

For those into building, customiz-

ing, riding, or just plain appreciate
the beauty of motorcycles, take spe-
cial note of the “Kustom Krome at
Kahuna’s” event. From 8 to 10 p.m.,
bikers and other chrome and two-
wheel enthusiasts can check out four
custom bikes that will be on display
at the bar. Be sure to bring your auto-
graph books, as well-known bike
builders Danny “The Count” Koker
from Las Vegas’ Kounts Customs and
José De Miguel from Custom Cycles
in Puerto Rico will be present to
answer questions and sign auto-
graphs.

The publishers of the Hawaiian
Chopper magazine will host this
event. “This is something new that
we’ve never done before, that we
thought would attract a new crowd,”
Alexis Swenson, Kahuna’s general
manager. 

This event gives service members a
small, but exclusive taste of the Great
Hawaiian Biker Build-Off where there
will be entertainment and more bikes
at Kapiolani Community College
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Single Marines and Sailors, E-1
through E-5, are invited to celebrate
on the eve of Christmas Eve at the
Recreation Center when the Second
Anniversary Party for the Rec Center
will kick off at 6 p.m. 

Enjoy the cake-cutting ceremony
followed by some cake and punch —
of course! Then, take advantage of all
the amenities that this top-notch
facility has offered for the last two
years.

Being the season for shopping, be
sure to stop by the Marine Corps
Exchange and MCX Annex for all of

your holiday shopping needs. With
holiday savings throughout the sea-
son, you’ll be sure to find a deal. 

Make a date to go to the MCX
Ladies’ Night on Wednesday from 6
to 10 p.m. This is a shopping evening
exclusively for your secret shopping
desires … and to buy gifts for your
loved ones.

Once your shopping needs are ful-
filled, fill your belly with The
Officers’ Club’s Holiday Buffet, held
Fridays and Saturdays this month
only, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Among
the items to be savored are snow crab
legs, chicken à la Chinatown and
more. Of course, members will enjoy
deeply discounted pricing, making it
easy to invite more friends and fami-
ly.

The Officers’ Club will also host
their annual children’s favorite,
Breakfast with Santa — Dec. 18 from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Member and non-
member pricing will be charged.

If the little ones have not met old
Saint Nick yet and are hoping for
some one-on-one time, this is their
chance for a private meeting. Not
only will he meet and greet patrons,
he will pose with those who want a
free photograph, which will be avail-
able on a limited basis. 

Don’t delay, and remember to
chew, chat, and then say “cheese” for
the camera. 

For information on New Year’s Eve
events, look in this section for a list-
ing of on-base celebrations.  

For details on the aforementioned
events, call MCCS Marketing at 254-
7679 or the facility hosting the
event. Season’s greetings!

MMOVIEOVIE TTIMEIME Wallace and Gromit in 
The Curse of the Were-Rabbit (G) Today at 7:15 p.m.

A History of Violence (R) Today at 9:45 p.m.

In Her Shoes (PG-13) Saturday at 7:15 p.m.

Domino (R) Saturday at 9:45 p.m.

Wallace and Gromit in 
The Curse of the Were-Rabbit (G) Sunday at 1 p.m.

A History of Violence (R) Sunday at 7:15 p.m.

In Her Shoes (PG-13) Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

The Gospel (PG) Friday at 7:15 p.m.

Waiting (R) Friday at 9:45 p.m.

Prices: For Friday and Saturday shows at 7:15, prices are $3 for adults, 12 and older;
$1.50 for children 6 to 11.  Matinee prices are $2 for adults, $1 for children. Parents
must purchase tickets for R-rated movies in person at the box office for children 16-years-
old and younger. Prices for Sunday, Wednesday shows at 6:30 and Friday and Saturday
shows at 9:45 are $2 for adults and $1.50 for children.  Show your ID card when pur-
chasing tickets. Entry is free for children 5 and younger.

Sneak Preview Policy: One hour and 45 minutes prior to the movie, tickets will be
issued to first priority patrons waiting in line, then second and third priority patrons. 

In an effort to prevent piracy, the following security measures will be enforced on base for
sneak preview screenings: bag checks, confiscation of cameras or cell phones with picture
taking capability (items will be returned after screening), magnetometer wanding, audience
scanning with night vision goggles during screening. 

The Base Theater and film companies thank you in advance for your cooperation and
hope you will enjoy the show. For recorded information, call the Base Theater at 254-7642.

Parents help their children color and make holiday decorations, during last year’s
Santa’s Village at the Child Development Center. Activities such as these will take
place again this year on Saturday, and Santa will be on site for photos and one-on-
one lap time.

Ed Hanlon V

Chosin Few continues to collect toys for tots
Cpl. Michelle M. Dickson

Combat Correspondent

With what had originally begun as a few
Marine reservists donating toys to the needy
more than 50 years ago has since developed
into a program that has brightened the holiday
season for more than 150 million needy chil-
dren.

The U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots
Program remains strong this Christmas holiday
as toys are being collected at different events
and locations on and off Marine Corps Base
Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay.

Saturday evening was one of these events
when members of the Chosin Few held their
11th Annual Toys for Tots Christmas party at
The Officers’ Club.  

“The dedication of the United States Marine
Corps Reserves, and the fact that they have
stuck with the Toys for Tots for so many years,
is great,” said Robert E. Talmadge, president,
The Chosin Few, Aloha Chapter. “I’m also so
thankful to the corporate sponsors that help
pay expenses every year to hold events like
this.”

The Sioux City, Iowa native attended the
very first Toys for Tots event as a Marine pri-
vate. The event was held in Los Angeles, Calif.,
in 1947, and having been there, gives Talmadge
a special appreciation of the program.

“It’s more than just the gifts that are donat-
ed each year,” said Talmadge. “It’s the time that
is dedicated by families and friends. People take
so much out of their schedules to deliver gifts
and take part in events like this.” 

Brig. General Steven A.
Hummer, commanding 
general, Marine Corps Base
Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, holds
up one of the tricycles donat-
ed to the Toys for Tots pro-
gram at the Chosin Few’s
11th Annual Toys for Tots
Christmas Party at The
Officers’ Club, Saturday
evening.

Cpl. Michelle M. Dickson
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Pfc. Edward C. deBree
Combat Correspondent

Instead of just standing
around watching Marines from
Headquarters Battery, 1st
Battalion, 12th Marine
Regiment, set up antennas for a
field-training exercise, Petty
Officer 3rd Class Jan Michael V.
Miramon decides to help out by
pulling stakes out of the ground.

“I think it’s nice to help out
people,” said the 21-year-old
Vallejo, Calif. native. “That’s
why I chose this job.”

Miramon is a hospital corps-
man for 1/12 and has been in the
Navy since August 2002. 

After graduating Pinole Valley
High School, Miramon began
college but realized that he did
not want to live the life that had
surrounded him in his neighbor-
hood. 

“I joined the Navy to get away
from home,” he said. “I wanted
to get away from the gangs and
dead-end jobs that surrounded
me.”

After talking with the
recruiter, there was no doubt in
his mind which job he wanted to
do. Miramon chose to be a hos-
pital corpsman because of his love for
the medical field.

“When I was going to college, I was
taking the pre-elective classes for nurs-
ing, because I like to help people,” he
said. “I plan on continuing college
while I’m in the Navy and as of right
now, I plan on staying in the Navy as a
career.”

Miramon said another factor that
helped him decide to join was the
many travel opportunities in the Navy.
So far, he has only been on a deploy-
ment to Thailand with an artillery bat-
tery, but he hopes that more opportu-
nities to travel will come soon.

“When I was in Thailand I was basi-
cally on standby for artillery,” said
Miramon. “I put a lot of my money
into the Thai community when I was
over there. But I want to travel a lot,
and it was exciting for me when I got
my orders to come to Marine Corps
Base Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay.” 

Miramon reported to this base
approximately six months ago. Since

then he has picked up surfing, swim-
ming and riding all-terrain vehicles as
hobbies during his time off. He also
enjoys going to the clubs around the
island. 

“I love the atmosphere here when I
go out,” he said. “This place is a very
beautiful place. I have been here before
when I was like 10 years old, but I was
too young to remember anything. Now
that I’m older, I enjoy the things there
are to do here a lot more. I didn’t get to
do any of those things when I was
younger, and since I am stationed here
I decided to take advantage of them. ”

This is Miramon’s second duty sta-
tion since joining the Navy. He was
previously stationed at Bethesda Naval
Hospital before coming to Hawaii. 

“There’s not really that much to
complain about here,” he said. “I mean
it’s Hawaii. There are many things that
people can do out there on the island.
And another plus to being stationed
here is that it’s really beautiful here.
How can anyone complain?”

Lance Cpl. Roger L. Nelson
Combat Correspondent

There are some people in the world who always go
the distance and strive to do more with their lives than
the average Joe.

Lance Cpl. Sean M. Denson, base adjutant clerk,
Headquarters Battalion, Marine Corps Base Hawaii,
Kaneohe Bay, decided to leave the civilian world and
take the biggest step of his life and join the United
States Marine Corps.

“I played football and soccer all through high
school, and my football team made it to the State
Championship my senior year,” said the South
Terrebonne High School graduate. “I lived with my two
brothers and my parents. Our family was really close.”

The young Marine said he was thankful that his two
brothers were around when he grew up, because they
all helped make each other strong by brotherly bouts
and sharing lessons learned.

Denson described his father as the type of man who
wanted the best for his children and, at the same time,
expected them to learn responsibility.

“My parents were always there for me but made me
work for pretty much anything and everything I had,”
said Denson. “The first car I actually ever had, I had to
buy from my father. I guess he didn’t want me to take
things for granted. 

“I wouldn’t have changed a thing about my family
or how I was raised.”

Denson started college one year after he graduated
high school and worked as a radiation technician on an
offshore oil rig.

“I tried the whole college thing right after high
school and wasn’t very successful, so I knew something
had to change,” said the Houma, La. native. “I had
thought about joining the Marines ever since I gradu-
ated high school in 2002 but thought I would give col-
lege a try. Then college didn’t work out, so I decided the
Marine Corps was a better choice. None of the other
branches were appealing to me, and the Marine Corps
seemed like it would offer me more of a challenge.”

Denson left for Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris
Island, S.C., Sept. 14, 2003, where he was assigned to
Lima Company, 3rd Battalion, as a legal administrator.
When he arrived at Camp Johnson, N.C., his military
occupational specialty was changed to personnel
administration. 

“The legal administrator job seemed to be for me,
because I was interested in studying law,” said the 21-
year-old. “But I was just happy to be a Marine, so I did-
n’t mind them changing my job.”

After MOS school, Denson received orders to Marine
Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, and reported here on
April 8, 2004.

“When I realized I was going to Hawaii, I looked at
my situation like I was in the best station in the world
and wouldn’t ask to be anywhere else,” said Denson. “I
haven’t gone home at all since I arrived on island,
which was almost two years ago.”

Denson said his duties in the Marine Corps consist
of coordinating and processing awards given to those
aboard K-Bay, processing administrative paperwork for
funerals for the base and responding to the Freedom of
Information Act requests that his office receives.

“When I first joined, my education was my top pri-
ority, but once I hit the fleet, so many more opportuni-
ties opened up for me,” said Denson. “I mean, I am cur-
rently going to college at Hawaii Pacific University and
I’m four classes away from getting an associate’s degree
in Justice Administration, so my education is still a big
deal to me.”

In October, Denson went to Marine Corps Recruit
Depot, San Diego, Calif., to play in the West Coast
Regionals on K-Bay’s soccer team. He ended up scoring
several goals for the team.

“I think this was probably the highlight of my
Marine Corps career so far,” said Denson. “It was hilar-
ious, because when we arrived in the middle of the
night in civilian clothes, a drill instructor jumped on
the bus and thought we were recruits, and we all
laughed … that was cool.”

Denson said now that he has been in the Marine

Possibilities spur clerk
to strive for even more

Personality Features

Petty Officer 3rd Class Jan Michael Miramon is a
hospital corpsman for 1st Battalion, 12th Marine
Regiment, on Marine Corps Base Hawaii,
Kaneohe Bay. When he is not at work, Miramon
enjoys surfing, swimming, riding ATVs and club-
bing around the island.

Pfc. Edward C. deBree

Lance Cpl. Sean M. Denson strikes a pose before leaving
for the 2005 Headquarters Battalion Marine Corps
Birthday Ball. Denson has been in the Marine Corps for
almost two years and said he hopes to put in an officer's
package soon.

Photo Courtesy of Lance Cpl. Sean M. Denson

Chance to travel
lures recruit

See DENSON, B-6



Cpl. Michelle M. Dickson
Press Chief

With the holidays at hand and movie posters such
as “King Kong,” “The Lion, the Witch and the

Wardrobe,” and “Harry
Potter,” decking the halls of
movie theaters for the viewing
pleasure of children, it some-
times leaves little available for
the adult audience who look
for something a little darker in
a film, while still capturing
the essence of the season,
with a few laughs included.

This year, director Harold
Ramis, who also directed
“Analyze This,” and

“Groundhog Day,” created a film that combines both
wickedness and humor to create good holiday enter-
tainment for adults to enjoy.

In this film, Charlie Arglist, played by John Cusack,
is a mob lawyer in Wichita, Kan., who comes up with
a plan with his partner in crime, Vic Cavanaugh,
played by Billy Bob Thornton, to steal $2.2 million on
Christmas Eve from their boss Bill Guerrard, played by
Randy Quaid.

The plan is simple. They agree to meet up a few
hours after the deed is done, split the money, and take
off to enjoy the rest of their lives. Seems simple
enough right? 

Well, it wouldn’t be a movie if nothing went
wrong, so there’s a whole slew of events that unfold,
starting with the two thieves being snowed in the

Thieves steal approval of audiences
Lance Cpl. Roger L. Nelson

Combat Correspondent

It seems every year that more and
more Christmas movies are becoming
increasingly anti-Christmas, showing
things that really have no relevance to
Christmas but still use the plot and
scheme of Christmas time. It seems like
this is becoming a holiday tradition,
with more and more negative or R-
rated Christmas movies being pro-
duced every year. Take “Bad Santa.”
Could a movie get any more vulgar? It
is a hilarious movie, but why does it
have to be considered a Christmas or
holiday movie?

Director Harold Ramis, who also
directed “Bedazzled” and
“Analyze This,” has directed
some pretty poor movies in
the past, but he keeps this one
at a good pace.  

In this movie, nervous
wreck Charlie Arglist, played
by John Cusack, a mob lawyer
in Wichita, Kan., is afraid he’s
going to be murdered every
time he turns a corner, having
stolen $2 million and some
change from his gangster boss.
All the while, his partner in
crime Vic Cavanaugh, played
by Billy Bob Thornton, assures
Arglist that all they have to do
is lay low for the evening and
leave town with their hard-
earned stolen money in the
morning, because they are
snowed in for the night.

The snowstorm leaves a
thick layer of snow and ice on
the ground that all of the
characters in the movie seem
to have problems on, because
they all are sliding and slip-
ping all over the place. 

The audience then follows
the scared Arglist around
town and to a strip club where
he meets the object of desire,
smoky-voiced Renata, played
by Connie Nielsen. From
there, he travels to a watering
hole where he encounters fel-
low attorney Pete Van Heuten,
played by Oliver Platt. Pete
greets Charlie like they’re best
friends from high school and
haven’t seen each other in
year. 

This is where my type of
comedy comes into play with
vulgar behavior and a decent
amount of bloodshed, not to
mention about a million
snowballs thrown about.  

Other than the fact that
this is considered a “holiday
movie,” I think it was a pretty
clever flick that pursues
humor in a different way. The
way it tries to create humor
through lust, alcohol, and
gruesome, yet complicated,
ways of murder seemed to
work for the movie and gave it
an edge that a lot of
action/comedy movies don’t
have.

Although I would like to
see some Christmas movies
that people younger than 17
can watch, this is a good holi-
day movie that I would totally
recommend to adults. 

So get your friends who are
of age and have heard all of
the potty-mouth words
before, and go out and see this
comical flick. Just make sure
you leave the children at

home with “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” or the classic Christmas
movie that was made with clay figures
of Rudolph, even though we all know
as soon as you walk out the door to the
movies they’ll
put it on a late-
night HBO
channel and
keep “Frosty”
on the “last
channel” but-
ton on the
remote, just in
case you arrive
home early.

Holiday flick is R-rated, good Dark comedy captures essence of season
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Editor’s Note: In response to readers’ requests,
we present “Movie Reviews.”
This week, sitting in for Cpl. Megan L. Stiner,

who is on leave, is acting Press Chief Cpl.
Michelle M. Dickson, along with Lance Cpl.
Roger L. Nelson.
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See ICE, B-6

Visit us at www.wish.org or 
call (800) 722-WISH and

share the power of a wish®.
Make-A-Wish Foundation® is a CFC participant.

Provided as a public service.
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Santa’s
run
Santa waves to a passing motorcyclist 
during his annual appearance at the Street
Bikers United’s Toy Run Sunday. Santa,
really Sonny C. Awai Jr. in disguise, works
as telephone control officer at Base
Telephone aboard Marine Corps Base
Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay. Awai has been 
participating in the SBU Toy Runs as Santa
for more than 15 years. His ride consists
of a 1930s BMW motorcycle, sidecar and
a sleigh he designed and built. 
An estimated 4,000-plus toy-bearing
motorcyclists gathered for the 2005 Street
Bikers United Toy Run at Magic Island at
Ala Moana Beach Park in Honolulu. The
procession, made up of mini choppers,
sport bikes, cruisers, choppers, and even a
few mo-peds, made its way from Ala
Moana Beach Park, through Waikiki and
onward to Kapiolani Community College
where Marines awaited to collect toys
brought by the two-wheeling community. 

Photo Courtesy of Dana Aton

 



Cpl. Michelle M. Dickson
Combat Correspondent

Although there are a vast
variety of off-base activities
available to participate in
while stationed aboard Marine
Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe
Bay, not all may be complete-
ly safe. Service members are
reminded to take all safety
precautions, at all times, no
matter how safe the activity
may appear to be.

When in doubt about the
proper safety procedures, refer
to Marine Corps and local
base orders that dictate what
procedures must be followed
when engaging in an activity
that may be potentially
unsafe. 

When out in town, service
members can rent mo-peds
and motorcycles to drive
around town. However, wear-
ing safety gear is not only safe;
it’s a base order.

MCB Hawaii Motorcycle
Regulations, Base Order
5100.22, dated Sept. 16, 2002,
states that it is mandatory for
DoD personnel who are oper-
ating or riding as a passenger
on a motorcycle, on or off
Marine Corps Base Hawaii, in
uniform or in civilian clothes,
to wear a properly fastened

(under the chin) protective
helmet; impact, shatter-resist-
ant goggles or a full-face
shield attached to the helmet;
sturdy footwear that cover the
ankles; long-sleeved shirt or
jacket; full-length trousers;
and full-fingered leather
gloves that are designed for
use while riding a motorcycle.

According to Enclosure (1)
of this order, these safety regu-
lations also pertain to motor
scooters and mo-peds.
Therefore, if DoD personnel
are riding any of these motor
vehicles, they need to famil-
iarize themselves with the
base order.

These regulations are not to
discourage anyone from rid-
ing motorcycles, motor scoot-
ers or mo-peds, they are
designed to keep riders safe so
that they can enjoy their
recreational time off.
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Today
Lunch
Beef Ball Stroganoff
Baked Fish Filets
Macaroni and Cheese
Garlic Potato Wedges
Mixed Vegetables
Lyonnaise Carrots
Raisin Drop Cookies
Fruit Pies

Dinner
Tacos 
Chicken Enchiladas
Chili Conquistador
Burritos
Refried Beans
Mexican Rice
Mexican Corn
Green Beans Creole
Raisin Drop Cookies
Fruit Pies

Saturday
Dinner
Roast Turkey
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Mashed Potatoes
Egg Noodles

Simmered Broccoli
Simmered Succotash
Spice Cake
Sugar Cookies
Fruit Pies

Sunday
Dinner
Swiss Steak
Glazed Rock 

Cornish Hens
Rice Pilaf
Corn Bread Dressing
Mashed Potatoes
Southern Style 

Green Beans
Simmered Corn
Fruit Pies
Yellow Cake

Monday
Lunch
Beef Stew
Baked Fish Fillets
Baked Macaroni and 

Cheese
Steamed Rice
French Fried Okra

Buttered Corn
Oatmeal Cookies
Fruit Pies

Dinner
Italian Veal Steaks
Braised Pork Chops
O’Brien Potatoes
Peas w/Onions
Steamed Rice
Mixed Vegetables
Oatmeal Cookies
Fruit Pies

Tuesday
Lunch
Chicken Parmesan
Cajun Fish Fillet
Steamed Rice
Boiled Egg Noodles
Simmered Corn
Simmered Asparagus
Oatmeal Raisin
Cookies
Fruit Pies

Dinner
Southern Fried
Chicken

Beef Ball Stroganoff
Parsley Buttered 

Potatoes
Boiled Egg Noodles
Simmered Pinto Beans
Club Spinach
Oatmeal Raisin
Cookies
Fruit Pies

Wednesday
Lunch
Chili Macaroni
Roast Turkey
Grilled Cheese
Sandwich
Mashed Potatoes
Glazed Carrots
Simmered Succotash
Brownies
Fruit Pies

Dinner
Meat Loaf
Pork Ham Roast
Mashed Potatoes
Tossed Green Rice
Cauliflower Combo
Broccoli w/Cheese

Brownies
Fruit Pies

Thursday
Lunch
Salisbury Steak
Barbecued Chicken
Rice Pilaf
Oven Browned 

Potatoes
Corn on the Cob
Simmered Peas and 

Carrots
White Cake
Apple Cobbler
Fruit Pies

Dinner
Beef Yakisoba
Orange Chicken
Fried Rice
Steamed Rice
Simmered Broccoli
Fried Cabbage 

w/Bacon
White Cake
Apple Cobbler
Fruit Pies

Corps for awhile, he enjoys
being a role model to younger
Marines and telling them
about the ups and downs that
he has already experienced.

“I just want them to know
that I’ve made a difference and
lead the younger Marines in
the right direction,” said the
HPU student. 

“I enjoy doing anything
challenging that will give me
an adrenaline rush, really. I
guess that’s one reason why I
joined the Marines. Like in my
free time, I love to go surfing,
spear fishing, cliff diving, and
just hanging out with my
friends, but water sports are
definitely my favorite thing to
do.”

Denson said he isn’t sure
what the future holds for him,
but he plans to continue his
college education and eventu-
ally get an associate’s degree.

“I’m thinking about put-
ting in an officer’s package
and also thought about doing
Marine Security Guard duty,
because I’d like to tour the rest
of the world,” said the moti-
vated Marine. 

“Who knows? I just think
anything is possible, if you’re
dedicated to the mission.”

DENSON, From B-3

Mo-ped riders
need to wear
safety gear

evening they are supposed to
hit the road.

Then, let’s not forget that
the mobster boss they just
robbed is hunting them
down, so Charlie begins to
panic — not knowing who he
can really trust. 

One thing he does know is
that he has fallen for the
beautiful Renata, played by
Connie Nielsen, manager of
the Sweet Cage strip club, but
he can’t exactly reveal to her
the predicament he’s in.

She, in turn, has her own
complications as she must
provide incriminating pic-
tures of councilmen in “com-
promising” positions to a sen-
ator, so she can save the club
and her job. I’ll say no more
about that. 

Although Cusack played a
decidedly shady man, it’s hard
not to like his character since
Cusack, in a number of previ-
ous films, portrays innocent
protagonists. Thornton is
charming, yet it’s difficult to
trust his character.

As the 88-minute flick
comes to an end, I thought I
had spent my $6.25 well. The
movie provided excitement,
bloodshed, but still had a dark
comedic value to it.

I recommend this film to
those who want something
different this year and don’t
very much feel like searching
for a “Goblet of Fire” … or
doing whatever it is that
Harry Potter does. Leave that
for the children to watch.

ICE, From B-4
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CI/HUMINT Looking for Marines
The Marine Corps needs intelligent, motivated, multi-talent-

ed and ambitious corporals, sergeants, and staff sergeants for lat-
eral move into the Counterintelligence/Human Intelligence
Specialist MOS (0211). 

For information call CI/HUMINT Branch, G2, U.S. Marine
Corps Forces Pacific at 477-8956.

Volunteers Needed for Marathon Aid Station
Compadres Bar & Grill in Ward Centre is sponsoring its

annual aid station to give out refreshments to runners in the
Honolulu Marathon on Sunday, and the call has gone out for
community volunteers to participate.

The water station is on Ala Moana Boulevard, fronting the
Ilikai Hotel, and requires hundreds of volunteers to assist with
set up, cleanup and distribution of water to the marathon par-
ticipants.

Volunteers are asked to assemble at 2:30 a.m.  After handing
out water and seeing the front-runners go by, volunteers will be
invited back to Compadres in Ward Centre for a fiesta breakfast
and celebration with restaurant owner Rick Enos in attendance.

For more information, or to sign up, call Compadres at 591-
8307.

Academy Presents a Childrens’ Christmas Celebration
Ho, ho, ho! Christmas at the Academy means holiday enter-

tainment and a visit with Santa Claus. 
On Dec. 18, enjoy live performances that include young tal-

ented dancers from The Movement Center and Suzuki Method
Violin students. Children can enjoy Parasol Puppets’ presenta-
tion of The Animals’ Christmas. The Oahu Civic Orchestra will
also return to the Academy for a Christmas concert. In addition,
children can craft a jingle bell necklace or Christmas decoration
for their home. 

Take a break from the mall and share the holiday spirit with
art lovers of all ages. Mark your calendar for other upcoming
Bank of Hawaii Sundays, happening every third Sunday of the
month, when admission is free and includes entrance to the
museum, a gallery hunt related to the theme, live entertain-
ment, a children’s art activity, and light refreshments.

Toys for Tots Collection Sites in Place
This year, in addition to striving to reach millions of needy

children nationwide, Marines will strive to bring the joy of
Christmas to the thousands of children whose families lost
everything due to the hurricanes this year. 

Toys for Tots collection barrels are situated at various sites
throughout Oahu. Those who wish to donate can place new,
unwrapped toys in these barrels. 

These toys will be collected, examined, sorted and sent to the
appropriate agencies — including local government agencies
and charitable groups — that distribute the toys to disadvan-
taged children.

New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at: AIG Hawaii
offices, Army Hawaii Family Housing, Bank of Hawaii, Elements
Spa & Salon, Hawaii Telcom, Hickam Community Housing
offices, JN Chevrolet/Mazda, KB Toys, KMart, Longs Drugs, MCB
Hawaii Self-Help, Marine Corps Exchange Annex, Navy Federal
Credit Union, Price Busters, Subway shops, Toys R Us, UPS
stores and the Windward Community Federal Credit Union.

WWORDORD TOTO PPASSASS
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Furniture
Solid pine coffee table

with two end tables, 3
months old, in excellent
condition. Asking $200, firm.
Call 254-0085.

Pets
Female Shih Tzu, 7

lbs., 1 1/2 years old, has all
shots, spayed, includes med-
ications and accessories.
Asking $300. Call 226-2470.

Free cats to good
home, 8 months old, two
males and two females, gray
and white, very loving and
playful. Call Pam at 254-
4710 or (618) 580-6421.

Miscellaneous
Ocean Kayak one-man

kayak, orange. Asking
$350. Call 262-8789.

American Girl Dolls,
like new, in packaging,
mostly Samantha and
Molly, with authentic out-
fits and accessories. Paid $20
to $25 each, but selling two
for $25. PlayStation 1 sys-
tem with: console, controls,
joystick, memory card and
games; $80. Call 262-8789.

Ads are accepted from active
duty and retired military person-
nel, their family members, MCB
Hawaii civil service employees.

To renew an ad, or for more
information, call 257-8837.

MMARINEARINE
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HAWAIIAN FOR
“MARINE BARGAINS”

Abby offers
advice to cope 
with holidays

Abigail Van Buren
LIFELines Staff

While the holidays can be
filled with parties, presents
and all-around good cheer,
they can also be very stressful.
Those who are widowed,
divorced or otherwise unat-
tached can experience loneli-
ness. Financial problems,
unmet expectations, disrup-
tive family members, winter-
time (and no sun) and illness
can also produce the “holiday
blues.”

“I get many letters from
people who are dreading the
holidays, and I want to offer
some help during this difficult
time,” said America’s fore-
most advice columnist, Dear
Abby (Abigail Van Buren).

According to an article
from the Queens Tribune last
year, approximately 17.6 mil-
lion Americans are afflicted
with holiday depression each
year. And while not everyone
suffers from this affliction, 34
percent of men report getting
“the blues,” and 44 percent of
women experience it too,
according to a study from
Pacific Health Laboratories.
There are also those who may
not suffer from depression
during the holidays but are
afflicted with sadness after the
celebrations are over, and
they may need help as well. 

Fortunately, Dear Abby has
several suggestions on how to
cope with the holidays,
before, during and after:

Practice moderation in all
things — that includes eating,
drinking and spending. 

Lower your expectations.
Everyone else is not part of a
warm and functional family, a
happy marriage or partying
up a storm. Lose the fantasy
and you’ll feel better. 

If you’re bored and lonely,
volunteer some time at a rest
home or shelter. 

If your “blues” last longer
than two weeks, discuss it
with your physician. You may
be clinically depressed and
need medication to snap out
of it. 

Dear Abby is the most
widely syndicated columnist
in the world, reaching more
than 110 million people daily.

Abby is also recognized for
launching OperationDear
Abby.net, in partnership with
the U.S. Navy, to send mes-
sages of support to American
troops in all branches of the
military, worldwide, via the
Internet. Since launching the
program in December 2001,
Americans have sent almost
30 million messages, which
have been delivered to the ser-
vicemen and women sta-
tioned in the Middle East and
around the world.


